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US-Chinese Catholic Association (USCCA) and University of St. Thomas (UST) Announce
2026 International Conference “Nourishing Trust & Friendship: Following the Way of Christ”

The US-Chinese Catholic Association (USCCA) and the University of St. Thomas (UST) in Houston are
pleased to announce that UST will host the USCCA 2026 International Conference, July 31 - August 2, 20256,
titled “Nourishing Trust & Friendship: Following the Way of Christ.”

The conference will bring together Catholic leaders, educators, scholars, students, and members of the
Chinese Catholic diaspora from across the United States and abroad for a multi-day gathering centered on

faith, friendship, culture, and community.

Registration opens Tuesday, March 3, 2026 the auspicious day of the traditional Chinese Lantern Festival.

The USCCA serves as a bridge between Chinese culture and the Catholic faith in both the United States
and China, creating spaces where individuals and communities can deepen their spiritual lives, celebrate
cultural heritage, and participate more fully in the mission of the Catholic Church. The 2026 Conference
continues this mission by fostering dialogue, mutual understanding, and solidarity among Chinese
Catholics worldwide.

“As this year's conference in Houston, we are honored to partner with the University of St. Thomas to host
this important gathering,” announced Peter Tan, Chair of the US- Chinese Catholic Association. “The
USCCA exists to build trust, strengthen friendship, and create a welcoming, faith-centered community that
reflects both our Catholic identity and our Chinese cultural heritage. Houston has one of the US's largest
Chinese populations and we are thrilled to host this event here.”

"We are honored to host the USCCA 2026 International Conference,” added Dr. Sinda Vanderpool,
President of University of St. Thomas. “As it mentions in Ex Corde Ecclesiae, UST is committed to unearthing
the ‘cultural treasures both old and new’ that enrich our Catholic dialogue globally. The meaningful
intercultural exchange this conference exemplifies will put those values into practice.”

Conference details and registration information

The U.S. Chinese Catholic Association is a faith-based organization dedicated to fostering
understanding, dialogue, and solidarity among Chinese Catholics in the United States,
China, and around the world.

Contact: Dr. Benjamin OuYang, Executive Director | director@uscatholicchina.org

Founded in 1947, the University of St. Thomas is Houston'’s Catholic university, committed

to academic excellence, faith-informed education, and engagement with diverse cultures

and global communities.



https://www.uscatholicchina.org/conference-30-registration
https://www.uscatholicchina.org/conference-30-faq
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